YOU CAN BANK ON IT

January 2.

Dear Freddy,

I know you haven't heard from me for some time. But I'm writing to ask you if you would attend a dinner in which I'm going to be honored as the Good Citizen of the Year at the Grand Milkwood Hotel on June 3rd.

I guess you've been wondering what happened to me since I stopped selling encyclopedias door to door in Bethesda. Well, believe it or not, I'm a hotshot banker in Maryland. I know what you're thinking. What do I know about banking after selling encyclopedias for the last ten years ?

It's a business just like any other business. People are always looking for bargains and if you can offer'em a better deal than the guy down the street, you've got a customer.

Banking is really a snap if you know anything about human nature. The trick is to have a solid-looking building with lots of marble, and a guard standing by the door with a gun on his hip, who looks real serious about protecting the customer's deposit.

Since I pay more interest than other banks in the area, the money just keeps pouring in. People are lining up in front of my window right now with paper bags full of currency.

I don't have any problems attracting deposits. My difficulty is figuring out how to spread it around. Heh, heh, heh. What I mean, Freddy, is if I'm paying 7 percent to the depositors I have to loan it out at 15 percent to make any money. Well, fortunately, there are a lot of people in America who are more than willing to pay above the going rate to borrow money. Most of them were turned down by the other banks for one silly reason or another.

These guys and dolls are the salt of the earth. They are real estate developers, commodities speculators, oil drillers, takeover artists, and horse-racing enthusiasts.

Besides the money I make on loans, my bank also invests with go-go securities firms in Florida and New Jersey. They pay us interest rates you wouldn't believe.

So you can see I've got a foolproof thing going. The depositors are getting rich, businessmen are getting their loans, and the bank is earning a huge return on its money.

The reason I'm being made Citizen of the Year is I have just bought new uniforms for the high school football band and the people of Milkwood don't know how to say thank you.

Hope you can make it.


Best regards.


George

"I think I don't remember", Art Buchwald
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true or false ?

Name :





Form :

Date :



If the statement is false, please write the true one (note the line)

1. In this text, Freddy is writing to his friend George to invite him to dinner.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

2. They have recently exchanged news.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

3. George is going to be nominated Citizen of the year.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

4. He used to peddle (colporter) encyclopedias.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

5. He is now a banker in a hot country.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

6. George anticipates what Freddy is going to think.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

7. He thinks that banking is very simple ordinary work.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

8. He is successful in banking because he knows human psychology well.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

9. What people want is a good bargain.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

10. Unfortunately other banks pay a higher interest than him on deposits.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

11. They pay 15% whereas he pays only 7%.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

12. He finds it is harder to find the money than to invest it.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

13. People usually refuse to pay a high rate of interest.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

14. He mainly lends money to people who could not get loans from other banks.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

15. They pay him huge interest rates.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

16. He always carefully invests the money of his depositors.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

17. He is convinced his business cannot go bankrupt.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

18. He owns other banks in Florida and New Jersey.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

19. Everyone is satisfied with this situation.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

20. That is why he is going to be made citizen of the year by them.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

notions and functions

Name :





Form :

Date :



Find the following functions in the document. (please note the line)

1. Expressing ability :

2. Expressing indefinite duration :

3. Expressing near future :

4. Comparing :

5. Generalizing :

6. Expressing ability :

7. Explaining/justifying :

8. Expressing continuation :

9. Exaggerating :

10. Expressing logical consequence :

11. Expressing obligation :

12. Expressing purpose :

13. Accepting/agreeing :

14. Expressing immediate past :

15. Expressing success/achievement :

This document is British   (   /   American   (.

This is shown by the pronunciation ...

Some examples :

... by the vocabulary ...

Some examples :

... and by the grammar.

An example :

AS/LIKE

Name :





Form :

Date :



Look at the following sentences :

He is a banker as his father was before him. (conjunction)

He is a banker, like his father. (preposition)

Do as I say not as I do ! (conjunction)

As a banker, he is very reliable. (preposition : en tant que)

He speaks like a banker. (preposition : comme un ...)

He is as good a banker as his father. (preposition : comparison)

He works in the same bank as me / as I do. (preposition : comparison)

A bank such as the Bank of America would never do that. (preposition : giving examples)

In the States, people spend their money as in France. (before a preposition)

She asked me money as if I were a banker

Now fill in the blanks with the right word.

1. There are not many bankers ......................George.

2. I would like to have the same credit terms ........................ are advertised on this leaflet.

3. This banker is ................ a father to his clients.

4. Shall we open an account ? ...................... you like.

5. She has worked all her life ........................ a bank clerk.

6. He spends his money .......................... if he were Rockefeller.

7. You should never invest in a bank .......................... this one.

8. A building society is not the same ........................ a bank.

9. This bank looks very much ...................... that one.

10. He often has overdrafts (découverts), ...............................I do.

11. Banking hours are not the same in France ............................ in the UK.

12. He sometimes uses his credit card ................................. a paper knife.

13. I'll never deal with a bank manager ..............................this one.

14. When they bought their house, they borrowed money ......................... everyone.

15. There aren't many people …………. my banker.

16. I can resist anything except temptation, ............... Oscar Wilde said.

17. I like travelling, in summer ................... in winter.

18. She's going to work ........................ a secretary during the summer.

19. I use Internet a lot, .......................... they do in the States.

20. My friend Frank is ........................ a brother to me.

rephrasing in standard english

On the opposite page, the sentences are written in colloquial English.
Rewrite them into standard English and translate them.

	1.  I told him that you had got to get out of there : Je lui ai dit qu'il fallait que tu sortes de là.
	2. 

	3. 
	4. 

	5. 
	6. 

	7. 
	8. 

	9. 
	10. 

	11. 
	12. 

	13. 
	14. 

	15. 
	16. 

	17. 
	18. 

	19. 
	20. 

	21. 
	22. 

	23. 
	24. 

	25. 
	26. 
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