Working less in france

They may make fun in Britain of the Frenchman’s weakness for leisure by coining a phrase like « French leave », but the French are not bothered. In France, holidaying is serious business and it is being taken more seriously these days. From the year 2000, Frenchmen will have to work less as legislation will be adopted to reduce the working week from 39 hours to 35. Since 1936, working time in France has steadily declined. Earlier, only upper classes enjoyed holidays, and the idea of being paid not to work was considered to be odd. Now it is regarded as not merely a birthright but a social obligation to make the most of holidays. Shops, cafes and restaurants close down in August, to reopen in September, and Frenchmen move out in droves to see a bit of the world. It has been calculated that once the 35-hour week comes into force, the average Frenchman will be working at least 12 years less in his lifetime than his counterpart in the United States. The British have longer holidays than the Americans but longer working hours than in France, and along with Japan, they are in the workaholic club. The French, according to a recent survey, perceive this as a proof of the « essentially uncivilised » nature of the Anglo-saxons. The obsession with work makes them, the French believe, prone to tension and consequently, hard to talk to and unimpressive in bed. The criticism from either side is only to be expected, because the Anglo-saxons have never quite approved the ebullient, easy-going nature of those across the Channel while the French have always had a poor opinion of the seriousness with which Anglo-saxons seem to treat life. Also, The French like to think they are a notch higher when it comes to love and romance. For all one knows, they may be right. « The French are wiser than they seem … », Francis Bacon had said. However, knowing how to relax is an art. Those obsessed with production, productivity and manhours are not always good at it, and often feel lost when confronted with leisure. The French know the art.
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true or false ?

Name :
Form :
Date :

IF THE STATEMENT IS WRONG, GIVE THE RIGHT ONE. ALWAYS NOTE THE LINE.

1. The British admire the French love of leisure.
(  ( / (  ( / Line : Wrong, line 1, we can read : they make fun of them
2. The French feel sorry about the opinion of the British.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

3. French people are more and more concerned with holidays.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

4. French people are going to work more and more.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

5. The French have been working less since the beginning of the century.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

6. Everybody has always had holidays in France.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

7. The French cannot accept now the idea that one can be paid without working.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

8. Just a few Frenchmen take holidays.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

9. British and American vacations are the same.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

10. American, British and Japanese people are hard workers.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

11. The French admire the attitude of the British and the Americans.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

12. The French think that the British are good lovers.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

13. The French consider that the British communicate well.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

14. The British admire the French sense of relaxation.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

15. The French admire the British’s seriousness.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

16. The French have a high opinion about themselves.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

17. Francis Bacon had a poor opinion of the French.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

18. It is difficult to relax perfectly.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

19. Those who work hard are good at leisure.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

20. The French are good at leisure.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

Notions and functions

Name :
Form :
Date :

Find the words / phrases / sentences with the following functions

Always note the line for quick reference.

	1. Conceding
	Line : 1 : they may make fun in Britain …

In other words : even if they make fun …

	2. Expressing means
	Line :



	3. Expressing indifference
	Line :



	4. Expressing obligation
	Line :



	5. Expressing decrease
	Line :



	6. Overbidding (surenchérir)
	Line :



	7. Expressing purpose
	Line :



	8. Comparing
	Line :



	9. Contrasting
	Line :



	10. Referring to source
	Line :



	11. Expressing tendency
	Line :



	12. Expressing consequence
	Line :



	13. Referring to two elements
	Line :



	14. Justifying
	Line :



	15. Expressing (dis)approval
	Line :



	16. Expressing self esteem
	Line :



	17. Contrasting
	Line :



	18. Contrasting
	Line :



	19. Conceding
	Line :



	20. Expressing simultaneousness
	Line :




Cross references

Name :
Form :
Date :

What do the following words or phrases refer to in the document ?

	0. They (line 1) :
	Answer : The British

	1. These days (line 6) :
	

	2. It (line 14) :
	

	3. his counterpart (line 23)
	

	4. them (line 32) :
	

	5. either side (line 36) :
	

	6. those across the Channel (line 39) :
	

	7. one (line 44) :
	

	8. they (line 45) :
	

	9. Those obsessed with production …(line 48) :
	


Improve your vocabulary

	0. They may make fun of the weakness…
	They may laugh at the weakness

	1. The French are not bothered …
	

	2. …seriously these days
	

	3. Working time has steadily declined …
	

	4. Earlier, only the upper classes …
	

	5. The idea was considered to be odd …
	

	6. They are in the workaholic club …
	

	7. The French perceive this as a proof …
	

	8. And consequently hard to talk to
	

	9. Also, the French like to think …
	

	10. They are a notch higher than …
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