JAPAN’S VENDING MACHINES MAKE IT TOO EASY

The Association of Vending Machine Makers boasted recently that the Japanese public is served by 5,168,320 automats - one for every 23 people, more than can be found in any other country.

Cold drinks, hot coffee, instant noodles, cigarettes, bags of rice, contraceptives and fishing bait may be had at any hour, not only on city pavements but on pleasant country roads and at scenic spots. Now the vending machine firms have been thrown on to the defensive by a series of mishaps suggesting that extreme convenience is sometimes the root of social evils. The machines are accused of corrupting adolescent morality, encouraging alcoholism, or even of accidentally killing people.

November sees the Tokyo police supported by parent-teacher associations, trying to persuade the operators of magazine machines to put the purity of youth before their profits.

The easy availability of alcohol is also the subject of an outcry. In October, an advisory group to the Health Minister blamed vending machines for encouraging drunken driving and drinking by minors. There are 162,000 dispensers of Sake and beer the length and breadth of Japan which has 220,000 alcoholics.

In its report, the advisory group calls for tougher restrictions to be imposed on operators of these machines, not a few of whom have ignored official directives to switch off the liquor-sellers from 11 pm until 5 am. They are a magnet in the night, and for alcoholics at all hours, says the report, which points out that there are few countries in the West that allow liquor vending machines.

The Guardian, November 1994
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true or false ?

Name :
Form :
Date :

IF THE STATEMENT IS WRONG, GIVE THE RIGHT ONE. ALWAYS NOTE THE LINE.

1. The title of the document expresses criticism.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

2. The Japanese are served by over 5 million vending machines.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

3. The Japanese machine makers are not satisfied with this situation.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

4. Other countries offer as many vending machines as Japan.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

5. Cold drinks can be bought everywhere at any time in Japan.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

6. The owners of these automats are presently forced to defend themselves.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

7. They have to fight against thieves who break the machines to take the money.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

8. Teenagers seem to drink more alcohol because of these machines.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

9. Some people think that the machines are responsible for the death of people.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

10. The machines are responsible because they cause cirrhosis and cancer.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

11. For the owners of these automats, money is more important than morality.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

12. Parents and teachers do not approve of the attitude of the police.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

13. Parent-teacher associations are lobbying against the machine owners.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

14. The morality groups try to have regulations imposed on the machine owners.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

15. No official measures have been taken before to limit the problem.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

16. The automat operators have usually respected these measures.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

17. One measure consisted in switching off the machines in the middle of the day.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

18. The report notes that the machines tend to attract people.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

19. The situation is the same in the east and the west of Japan.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

20. Other developed countries have the same regulations about vending machines.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

find synonyms

Name :
Form :
Date :

Find synonyms for the following words in the document (please note the line)

	1. automat
	

	2. lately
	

	3. time
	

	4. sidewalk (US)
	

	5. places
	

	6. incidents
	

	7. utmost
	

	8. occasionally
	

	9. basis
	

	10. teenage
	

	11. developing
	

	12. helped
	

	13. convince
	

	14. liquor
	

	15. protest
	

	16. consulting
	


	17. accused
	

	18. inebriate
	

	19. under 18
	

	20. machines
	

	21. asks
	

	22. more severe
	

	23. did not respect
	

	24. government's
	

	25. stop
	

	26. at night
	

	27. an attraction
	

	28. any time
	

	29. notices
	

	30. not many
	

	31. Europe
	

	32. permit
	


Notions and functions

FIND THE FOLLOWING FUNCTIONS IN THE DOCUMENT.

1. Comparing :
line :

2. Expressing possibility (éventualité) :
line :

3. Introducing two elements :
line :

4. Criticizing :
line :

5. Adding more information :
line :

6. Criticizing:
line :

7. Asking / demanding :
line :

8. Referring to a part of a whole :
line :

9. Reporting opinion :
line :

10. Expressing permission :
line :

preparing the commentary

Name :
Form :
Date :

1. Introduce the document : type, title, origin, date, place, topic ...

2. What is the good news for Japanese vending machine makers ?

3. What is the bad news for Japanese vending machine makers ?

4. What are the various synonyms of "vending machine" in the document.

5. What can be bought in the automats ?

6. What is the problem caused by these machines ?

7. How can these machines kill people ?

8. What measures are proposed to solve this problem ?

9. Give one example :

10. How does Japan compare with Western countries ?

passive structures/1

Name :
Form :
Date :

A. Observation : Look at the following sentences from the text. Indicate their structure (active or passive), their tense and the notion expressed if there is one (obligation, advice, availability, etc ...).

· The Japanese public is served by 5,168,320 automats.

Active or passive :
Tense :
Notion (if any)

· More than can be found in any other country.

Active or passive :
Tense :
Notion (if any)

· Cold drinks may be had at any hour.

Active or passive :
Tense :
Notion (if any)

· Vending machine firms have been thrown on to the defensive.

Active or passive :
Tense :
Notion (if any)

· The machines are accused of encouraging alcoholism.

Active or passive :
Tense :
Notion (if any)

· The group calls for tougher restrictions to be imposed on operators.

Active or passive :
Tense :
Notion (if any)

B. Remember !

The boss gave her a pay rise. (Active)

( (Passive 1) A pay rise was given to her. (On lui a donné une augmentation)

( (Passive 2) She was given a pay rise. (Elle s'est vu donner une augmentation)

NB : In the passive forms, "her boss" is seen as less important and usually disappears.

Note the following infinitives :

	
	Active
	Passive

	Simple
	to serve
	to be served

	Continuous
	to be serving
	to be being served


C. Turn the following verbs into the passive form.

	will build
	
	had lost
	

	hid
	
	would leave
	

	writes
	
	has decided
	

	are paying
	
	was selling
	

	to choose
	
	taking
	


passive structures/2

Name :
Form :
Date :

D. Turn the following sentences into the passive form;

1. People may have cold drinks at any hour of the day.

2. They accuse the dispensers of corrupting teenagers.

3. One must impose tougher regulations on automat operators.

4. People will soon destroy the world.

5. I didn't know that someone was recording our conversation.

6. People speak English here.

7. If you don't take care, someone is going to steal your money.

8. Somebody will tell her the truth one day.

9. After the theft, they questioned the accountant.

10. Someone has used my computer without permission.

11. They have put up the ticket prices lately.

12. They are going to send us a letter and a fax.

13. No one asked her to answer the mail as soon as possible.

14. They will expect you to work on saturdays.

15. Nobody allowed him to speak about the matter.

16. They made her open all her bags at the entrance.

17. They believe the skeleton to be over 500 years old.

18. They thought she was dead.

19. People say this invention is worth more than $1000.

20. They might allow the students to use the computers on saturdays.

Conclusion : These sentences are usually passive because, in the active form, the words one, someone, somebody, nobody, noone, people refer to ............................................

.............................................................................................................................................
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