A ROUSING OUI FOR MARRIED MEN

How wedlock affects careers

Whenever French Sociologist François de Singly stopped in his wife's office in the early evening, the pattern was almost always the same : the married men and the single women were working overtime, and nearly all of the single men and married women had gone home.

De Singly decided to do a study on the matter. The result, a 14-page report that has triggered substantial interest in the French press helps confirm one of the assertions of American feminism : mar-riage helps men in their careers and hinders women.

Basing his study on surveys going back to 1970 that covered 37,843 French workers from all income levels and all kinds of jobs, de Singly analysed data for executive achievement in the 35-to-52 age bracket. Married men far outscored single men, and single women far exceeded married women. Among all men and women with at least two years of professional or university training, 43% of married men reached the executive level, compared with about 29% for single men, 21% for single women and a feeble 6% for married women.

De Singly's conclusion : married men do best and married women worst, because in traditional marriage the wife lives to support her husband's career and takes her own less seriously. That doesn't happen for a single man or woman, and certainly not for a married woman who is charged with performing domestic tasks.

But why should the single male score so poorly ? Despite all the job prejudices that favor males, he barely outperforms the single woman. De Singly's answer echoes that of the American writer George Gilder in his book Naked Nomads : the single male is a kind of social misfit who earns half as much as married men and less than single women. In the U.S. he is more likely than a married man to commit suicide, become a criminal, be institutionalized.

"On the truly high educated level," de Singly says, "statistics show that it is almost normal for a woman to be single, while the case is not the same for men." For a male, he says unkindly, being single "may already represent a kind of maladjustment."

In fact, what de Singly calls the one surprise in the study is that among single people with three or more years at a university, single women have a better chance of reaching the executive level than single men. His explanation : French women who  have overcome the obstacles of three years at traditionally male-dominated French universities are tougher than single males.
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A ROUSING OUI FOR MARRIED MEN / ANALYSIS

Name :





Form :

Date :


1. Introduce the text (type, title, date, origin ...)




2. What is the main topic ?



3. What (short) sentence in the document summarizes the topic and the text ? line ?



4. Why is there a French word in the title ?



5. What are the other themes (sub-themes) developed in the document ?

A.

B.

C.

6. What is the structure of the document ?

A. from line ..... to line ..... :

B. from line ..... to line ..... :

C. from line ..... to line ..... :

D. from line ..... to line ..... :

E. from line ..... to line ..... :

F. from line ..... to line ..... :

7. How many categories of people are mentioned and compared ?  1   2   3   4   5   6 ?
What are they ?


A.
B.


C.
D.


E.
F.

8. What are these categories based on ?


A. family status
(
B. job
(


C. social success
(
D. domestic tasks
(


E. sex
(
F. studies
(
9. What is the best graphic way to represent these various categories ?


A. a line chart
(
B. a bar chart
(

C. a pie chart
(
D. a flow chart
(

E. a diagram
(
F. a drawing
(

Justify our answer (Cf Document : How to analyse a visual aid)



10. What is the opposite of "gone home" in the first paragraph ?



11. What are the two negative words connected with the single man ?


What do they have in common ?




12. Explain the sentence :

" statistics show it is almost normal for a woman to be single."(l.52)





13. Find synonyms for the following words in the document.

WORD IN TEXT
SYNONYM & LINE
WORD IN TEXT
SYNONYM & LINE

wedding

every time


almost

topic


aroused

handicaps


polls

sorts


figures

success


did better than

a minimum of


practical education

conventional


occur

has the responsibility of


house work

has a ... result


in spite of

hardly


bachelor

not as much as


different

are more likely to


vanquished

stronger


14. As a conclusion, what advice would you give 


A. to a man who wants to succeed :


B. to a woman who wants to succeed :



15. Describe and comment on the cartoon. (on a separate sheet of paper)


Some vocabulary :

to be/to look happy, unaware of (inconscient de), furious, frustrated, sarcastic, ironical, careless, thoughless (inconsidéré)

a vacuum cleaner/ a hoover (vb : to hoover)

a suit, a taylored suit, an attaché-case, a tie

A ROUSING OUI FOR MARRIED MEN / TRUE OR FALSE ?

Name :





Form :

Date :


If it is FALSE, give the TRUE answer. Always mention the reference (line in the text)

1. François de Singly is unmarried.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

2. He noticed that everyone was working overtime at the office.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

3. He did not think that this fact was interesting.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

4. The journalists were interested in his study.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

5. American sociologists had come to the same conclusion about marriage.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

6. Marriage is good both for men and women.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

7. De Singly analysed workers from all kinds of jobs.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

8. Married women do better than single men.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

9. Married men have an advantage over unmarried women.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

10. Married women have an advantage over unmarried women.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

11. Marriage and career do not go well together.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

12. Single men are happy and well-balanced people.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

13. In the USA, a married man earns twice as much as a single man.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

14. In the USA, a married man is less likely to kill himself than a single man.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

15. In the USA, married men are very likely to have psychiatric problems.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

16. It is natural both for a man and a woman to be unmarried.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

17. French single women are usually stronger than single men.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

18. It is because they are never ill.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

19. It is because they have been to college.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

20. In French universities, there are more men than women.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

use of various articles (a, an, the, ()

Name :





Form :

Date :


Fill in using the appropriate article (a, an, the, ()

1. Most …………. people are afraid of .............. unemployment.

2. ................. red is usually a pleasant color but I don't like ..................... red of this shirt.

3. ................. computers are very useful in ……… office.

4. I want to know  ....................... truth about it all.

5. ............. President Clinton and ........... Congress agreed to end ………welfare protection.

6. I've never heard such ...................... incredible story.

7. ................. advertising is a must in our modern society.

8. ................. buildings open at 7.00 but ................ work begins at 8.00.

9. It's .................... time to start answering ................. phone.

10. Can you play ...................... piano ?

11. Can you play ...................... tennis ?

12.  ……….Old people don't like ...................... winter.

13. ................. breakfast is served between 6.30 and 10.30.

14. He is more famous as ....................... writer than as ....................... politician.

15. .................. death of all these innocent people calls for revenge.

16. .................. patience he showed amazed everyone.

17. In 1944, everyone was getting fed up with .......................... war.

18. How much is ...................... petrol in .................... States ?

19. She is fond of ...................... sports and ........................ music.

20. His father is ...................member of ..................... Board.

21. .................. summer I spent in ....................... Ireland was quite wet.

22.  …… boss went to ……..Greece ......... last month and will go to Spain ........ next week.

23.  .................American students like to play .................... baseball.

24. ................. office stands at the back of................... building.

25. It's quite dangerous to drive at 100 miles .................... hour.

26. ................. new accountant collects .............. stamps and ...................... phone cards.

27. ................. people I met in ……… Australia were all very helpful.

28. ................. office furniture is more and more expensive.

29. ................. silence in ................... boardroom was impressive.

30. He is .................. manager while his wife is ...................... teacher.

31. I like playing ……… golf at least twice .................... week.

32. Have you met .................. boss or ……… general manager today ?

33. .................. members of .................. committee all agreed on ............ agenda yesterday.

34. Nearly all ...................... employees were late because of ................ strike this morning.

35. I usually like ............. coffee but I don't like .............. coffee ……… new machine makes.

36. He works in .................. same business as his cousin does.

37. ....................... speech is silver, ...................... silence is gold.

38. Don't forget to put .............. stamp on .............. envelope before posting .............. letter.

39. It's .................... long time since I last saw ..................... sales manager.

40. Was it ................ boss on ...................... phone ?

use of definite articles

Name :





Form :

Date :


Fill in using the definite article if necessary (the or ()

1. ........ Europe is trying to boost .......... computer technologies and .......... hi-tech industry.

2. ........ demand by .......... professional users stimulates .......... technical development.

3. ........ main challenge is to create .......... global standards.

4. ........ result of .......... agreements on .......... standards would help .......... makers.

5. ........ boom in .......... office technology is due to .......... lower prices which have been made possible by .......... automation and .......... investment in .......... industry.

6. Who invented .......... word-processor ?

7. Without .......... connectivity, .......... computers can become .......... information prisons, keeping ......... information locked up.

8. It enables .......... companies to improve .......... service while cutting .......... costs.

9. I usually enjoy working with ......... machines but I don't like .......... machines you bought.

10. ........ competition makes .......... automation necessary.

11. ........ office photocopier is out of order (en panne) once more and I haven't got .......... required spare parts (pièces détachées) to fix it.

12. .......... office employees do not always do .......... work they are given but .......... employees in .......... head office always do.

Fill in the following table

Line
Text
C/U
Gen/Spec
Plur/Sing
Other
+/- Article

Title
Married men






Sub-title
Wedlock






Subtitle
Careers






1
French Sociologist






2
The early evening






5
The married men






9
The matter






13
American Feminism






31
Married women






general rule

No definite article before :

· a plural and general noun

ex : people, students, children, employees, gentlemen prefer blondes ...

· an uncountable and general noun

ex : water, luggage, furniture, travel...

· an abstract and general noun

ex : freedom, liberty, courage, advice

but : the people I know, the water he drank, the courage they showed ...
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