becoming part of the nuclear family

When Janet Freeman finishes her training at the end of the year, she will be in charge of 600 megawatts of electricity - enough to power four cities the size of Bristol. She will be the first woman in Britain to control a nuclear reactor.

If Freeman feels any impatience with the fears of the layman, particularly post Chernobyl, she hides it well.

"Because I work in physics, I know that sort of accident can't happen here," Freeman says. "But one of the problems with the public is that if you start to explain in detail you are accused of blinding them with too much science, and if you keep it simple you are accused of trying to cover something up."

"We do have high safety standards. But at the same time, I don't think that pressure groups do any harm. If someone is looking over your shoulder, it makes you more careful."

She remains unconvinced that there are links between nuclear power stations and the incidences of cancer such as leukaemia. 
"I think sometimes people decide in advance what they want to see. I don't think people have looked hard enough to see whether there might be other causes, or have compared enough different areas."

She wears a special badge which is checked monthly to see how much radiation she has been exposed to. For any task which might involve a "hot" area, she would carry a Rad-80 digital monitor which gives an instant reading.

"A lot of other things are just as hazardous as radiation but because people are used to them they don't mind. And despite all the hazards that people do protest about, we are living longer all the time."

When she completes her training, she will control one of the nuclear reactors. There are three shifts a day - 8 am to 2 pm, 2 pm to 10.30 pm and 10.30 pm to 8 am, rotated on a five-week cycle - and she admits that this has its drawbacks. "I don't think anybody likes working nights. I certainly don't wander around in the middle of the night - I think I'm probably the only woman on site."

The Times, January 1994
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true OR false ?

Name :




Form :


Date :



IF THE STATEMENT IS WRONG, GIVE THE RIGHT ONE. ALWAYS NOTE THE LINE.

1. The document comes from an American magazine.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

2. There is a pun (jeu de mot) in the title.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

3. Janet Freeman is presently a student or a trainee.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

4. The city of Bristol uses up 150 megawatts of electricity.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

5. She understands and she shares the fears of ordinary people.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

6. She is frightened at the idea of being the first woman to control a reactor.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

7. She says that scientists who try to explain are confronted with a difficult dilemma.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

8. She hates having someone checking and supervising her.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

9. She is also afraid of environmentalists.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

10. She does not think that nuclear plants can cause cancer.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

11. She thinks that people are prejudiced about nuclear power.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

12. They are prejudiced because they have seriously studied the topic.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

13. She sometimes works in areas where the temperature is very high.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

14. When she works, she wears a Rad-80 meter which is checked every month.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

15. She says that people are not afraid of other dangers which are just as bad.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

16. In the nuclear power station, technicians work on three equal shifts.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

17. She finds this system extremely convenient.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

18. Her work will always be at night.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

19. She thinks that some people like working nights.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

20. She will be responsible for the entire power station.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

when + future ?

Name :





Form :

Date :



A. OBSERVATION : Look at the following sentences :

When will she finish her training ? 
(question, direct speech)

I don't know when she will finish her training. 
(reported speech)

She looks forward to the day when she will finish her training 
(relative clause)

When she finishes her training, she will be in charge of a reactor. 
(tense clause)

RULE : NO FUTURE IN TENSE CLAUSES (subordonnées temporelles)

introduced by when, as soon as, as long as, while ...

B. Identify the following sentences

1. When she completes her course, she will supervise a nuclear plant.

2. As soon as you arrive, you will have to check the radiation level.

3. There will not be any danger as long as there is no leak.

4. I will let you know when there is a leak.

5. She will let us know when the reactor will start operating.

6. Don't forget to check the dials while the workers are repairing the turbine.

7. When will the generator start operating ?

8. I have no idea when the machine will start operating.

9. They will not run away as soon as an incident takes place.

10.  Of course, it is impossible to tell when such an incident will happen.

C. Read the following story and put the verbs between brackets in the right tense.

A fire has broken out (éclaté) in a chemical factory and a journalist is interviewing the manager about what is going to happen.

1. Journalist : Have you got any idea when the fire (to be) under control ?

2. Manager : It's difficult to tell. But we'll inform you as soon as we (to know).

3. Journalist : Do you think the environment (to be) polluted ?

4. Manager : It won't be as long as no chemicals (to reach) the river.

5. Journalist : When the factory (to be rebuilt) ?

6. Manager : It will as soon as we (to get) the funds from the insurance company.

7. Journalist : When you (rebuild) it, will it be on the same site as the old one ?

8. Manager : I don't know. We'll decide that when we (to ask) an architect to rebuild it.

9. Journalist : What will your employees do while the factory (to be being rebuilt) ?

10. Manager : They'll be out of work as long as things (not to be) back to normal.
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