NO CYCLE LASTS FOREVER

People often speak about the "economy". I think the complaint about the economy is justified. Surely, we could improve our lot marginally, we could alleviate some hardships here and there, but the real villain is "the economy". We could work a little harder, no doubt, but even this would be futile as long as the economy refused to work. We must be all fed up hearing about monetarism and other « isms », and even more fed up of listening to politicians who advocate the right remedies in opposition, after mucking up all their chances when they were in power. They advocate old and discredited methods and people, amazingly, believe them. The truth is that, in a bad run, we must have either unemployment, or inflation, or a feeble currency, or very high interest rates - in other words we may get rid of one evil to introduce another and usually worse one.

But all this changes when things are going well. And the end of recession is coming soon. It is not in sight yet but it is coming. What are the proofs of it ? There are no other proofs except that everything comes to an end some time and that includes recessions.

My stepfather was a very busy doctor. He was a devoted and caring man and quite a few patients swore that he was a miracle healer. Once I asked him if he really was a miracle-healer, a wonder-doctor.

"Nonsense," he replied. "I try my best, I can say that much with a good conscience. But, you see, one of two things happens to all sick people, whether they are treated by a doctor or not. The patient will either die or get better. There are a large number of people - among those who do not die - who rush from one doctor to another. They leave ten doctors in disgust and get better when in the care of the eleventh. They would get better even without any medical care at all, but they don't know that. If I happen to be that eleventh doctor who looks after them when they get better, I'm a miracle-healer ; if I'm the fifth or the eighth, then I am an incompetent fool like the rest.

It is exactly the same with the economy. It will get better one day, with the help of - or in spite of - monetarism. The economy is a patient who cannot afford to die, so it will survive. If it survives, it will improve. Whatever government will be in power at that crucial moment will claim full credit. That government will be the miracle-healer, however incompetent it may be. And due credit will be given. No cycle lasts forever, so that day is coming.

George MIKES, How to be poor,

André Deutsch Ltd, 1960
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true or false ?

Name :




Form :

Date :



IF THE STATEMENT IS false, GIVE THE true ONE. ALWAYS NOTE THE LINE.

1. The author really thinks that our trouble is due to the bad economic situation.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

2. The economic situation is bad because we do not work hard enough.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

3. In fact, it is impossible to have a perfect economic situation.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

4. The end of the recession will come soon thanks to monetarism.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

5. Politicians have the same policy in power and in opposition.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

6. Ordinary people usually believe what politicians say.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

7. In economy, it is impossible to get rid of (se débarasser de) all evils at the same time.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

8. When politicians have got rid of one problem, the situation usually improves.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

9. The end of the recession is coming soon because politicians are very efficient people.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

10. The author, just like all his patients, believed that his stepfather was a wonder-doctor.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

11. The author's stepfather was a doctor who cured people by performing miracle cures.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

12. No other doctor could perform miracle cures.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

13. Many patients run from one doctor to another when they are ill.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

14. Sometimes this doctor failed to cure his patients.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

15. The best doctors are the fifth, the eighth and the eleventh that a patient visits.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

16. The economy is just like a patient : it either gets better or it dies.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

17. It is necessary for a patient to see a doctor to feel better.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

18. One day the economy will be cured.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

19. This is due to the fact that the government's policy is usually very effective.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

20. The politicians in power when the situation improves claim that they are responsible for 
this improvement.
(  ( / (  ( / Line :

UNDERSTANDING

Name :




Form :

Date :



Answer carefully the following questions after reading or listening to the document.

1. What kind of document is it ?

2. What is it about ?

3. Are people right to complain ?

4. According to the writer, what could we do to improve the situation ?

5. Does the writer think much of (avoir une bonne opinion de) politicians ?

6. What does he say they do when they are in opposition ?

7. What does he say they do when they are in power ?

8. What are we bound (= obliged) to have when times are hard ? (4 elements)

9. Why does he think that the recession will end soon ?

10. What was his stepfather ?

11. What did some people think he was ?

12. Did he think so ?

13. What alternative do patients face when they are treated by a doctor ?

14. What are many patients used to doing ?

15. What do they think when they don't get better ?

16. What do they imagine when they do get better ?

17. In fact, the writer refers to his stepfather in order to compare the economy with ...

18. ...the government with ...

19. ...and the government's policy with ...

20. What is the general tone of the document ?

NOTIONS AND FUNCTIONS

Name :




Form :

Date :



FIND THE FOLLOWING FUNCTIONS IN THE DOCUMENT (please note the line)

1. Expressing personal opinion (( 1)

2. Suggesting (( 1)

3. Expressing probability (( 1)

4. Expressing surprise (( 1)

5. Explaining (( 1)

6. Expressing unescapability (inévitabilité) (( 1)

7. Expressing an alternative (( 1)

8. Contrasting (( 2)

9. Generalising (( 2)

10. Giving example(s) (( 3)

11. Contradicting (( 3)

12. Expressing ability (( 3)

13. Expressing alternative (( 3)

14. Expressing chance (( 3)

15. Expressing logical consequence (( 3)

16. Comparing (( 4)

17. Expressing future certainty (( 4)

18. Opposing (( 4)

19. Expressing logical consequence (( 4)

20. Expressing indifference (lack of preference) (( 4)

can / could / may / might

Name :




Form :

Date :



Can

Ability : I can say that much without hesitating.

Permission : People can criticize governments in democracies.

Could

Conditional : We could work harder if we wanted to.

Past ability : When he was younger, he could run a marathon without being tired.

Polite request : Could you tell me what this word means ?

May

Permission : Now, people may only smoke in a smoking area.

Possibility / hypothesis : We may get rid of one evil to face another one.

Might

Possibility / hypothesis : The government might be right after all.

Suggestion / Advice : You might try to work harder.

Fill in the blank with the appropriate auxiliary. Make the necessary changes.

1. The unemployment rate is going down. The crisis (to be coming) to an end.

2. During economic booms, people (to find) jobs easily.

3. You (to try) harder to find a job, don't you think.

4. In the past, people (to get) work easily, even without qualifications.

5. She (not to type) very fast but she (take down) dictations in short-hand.

6. ....you (to understand) what this lesson is about ?

7. You (to use) this computer. It's at all student's disposal.

8. .... you please(to let) us know your answer by return of mail.

9. If salaries rise too quickly, then the inflation rate (to go up) too.

10. Do you think that free enterprise (to be) good for this country's economy?
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