HELL ON WHEELS

What type of transport is silent, non polluting, energy-efficient - and lethal ? Ask any New Yorker and be answered without hesitation : the bicycle.

The preferred vehicle of the demure for over a century has become, in the 1980’s, the preferred instrument of aggression for young horizontally mobile, urban professional. Innocent pedestrians - admittedly a rare breed among New Yorkers - have long known the dangers of stepping off the pavement in Manhattan, even to cross the streets when red lights suggest it is safe to do so. In recent years they have come to realize they also risk being mown down in the supposed safety of the sidewalk : when other paths are blocked, crazed bicyclists, whistling like kettles, think nothing of mounting the pavement and scattering all before them. Some 640 collisions involving cyclists and pedestrians were reported in New York last year : three were fatal.

The offenders are not, for the most part, impoverished commuters or ecologically-minded yuppies who bicycle for exercise. They are messengers delivering packages for dispatch companies. Paid by the delivery rather than the hour, these commercial bicyclists put the profit motive well above traffic regulations.

Efforts to control cyclists have met with little success. A law was passed three years ago that obliged dispatch companies to make their messengers wear identification badges. It was widely disregarded. A tripling of the number of summonses issued last year did reduce the collision count, but by less than 10% (nearly 90% of the summonses were ignored). And a scheme to ban bikes from mid-Manhattan during the middle of the day was stopped by a judge in September, almost as soon as it had started, because it had been enacted without enough notice. Now Mayor Edward Koch wants commercial bicyclists, and the companies that employ them, licensed.

It may help. But the real trouble lies in New York’s current commercial success. With 400,000 new jobs created in the city in the past ten years, more and more people want to move themselves and their packages around. Traffic jams now begin at the Lincoln Tunnel and other river crossings at 7 in the morning, and the rush hours extend ever later in the evenings. Some 3.7 m people travel by subway every weekday - more than at any time since 1974. Half a million people take a cab every day ; more would if they could. And the Hudson River ferry service, which stopped in 1967 after 306 years, has started carrying commuters again.

The 30,000 midtown bicyclists are a natural response to the paralysis that seizes so much of the city. And their anarchic behaviour is unlikely to end until order comes to New York - when the streets will no doubt be full of grass, not cars, bicycles or pedestrians.

The Economist, June 1990
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COMPLETE THE SENTENCES

Name :




Form :

Date :



COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES
1. In NYC, the bicycle is a very ....................................... means of transport.

2. Apart from that (ceci mis à part), its has many ........................................

3. But in that city, it has become an instrument of ....................................

4. Crossing the street in NYC has always been a ....................................experience.

5. Now pedestrians risk their lives even when they stay on the .................................

6. They are often .............................by careless bicyclists.

7. These bikers are ...................................... working for dispatch companies

8. They use their machines for their ...........................

9. They ............................as quickly as possible to make more money.

10. In fact they are paid by .................................., not by ...............................

11. The authorities have tried to impose some ................................ upon them.

12. First the bicyclists were obliged to wear .................................................

13. Then the number of summonses was multiplied by .........................

14. Then there was a ............................... to ban bikes in Manhattan.

15. Now NYC’s Mayor wants the bicyclists to have a .....................................

16. The problem is that NYC is a .......................................city.

17. Vehicles are now blocked everywhere by terrible ............................................

18. The people who do not travel by car or bicycle or cab travel by .........................................

19. The Hudson River ferry service has started transporting ..................................... again.

20. Given (étant donné) the present conditions, this situation is ..........................to end soon.

guided commentary

Name :




Form :

Date :



1. Where and when was this document published ?

2. What particular means of transport is this text about ?

3. Is this expected in this place?

4. How is this means of transport described in the text (4 adjectives) ?

5. Why is there a dash (-) between adjective 3 and adjective 4 ?

6. Who used a bicycle in the past ? Why ?

7. Who uses a bicycle now ? Why ?

8. Why are innocent pedestrians in jeopardy (in danger)?

9. Why don't bicyclists ride only in the streets ?

10. What are these bicyclists ? What are they not ? (Be precise, two elements)

11. Why do they use a bicycle, and not a car, for example ?

12. How are messengers paid ? Does this explain their attitude ?

13. Have NYC authorities tried to stop this phenomenon ? How many different measures have been taken ?

14. What was the first one ? Was it successful ?

15. What was the second one ? Was it successful ?

16. What was the third one ? Was it successful ?

17. What is the fourth one ? Do you think it will be a success ?

18. In fact, what is the real problem ?

19. What are the various means of transport used by people in N.Y.C. ?

20. What is a commuter ?

NOTIONS AND FUNCTIONS
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Date :



FIND THE FOLLOWING FUNCTIONS IN THE TEXT. INDICATE THE precise LINE.

1. Asking for information (in §1)

2. Contrasting (in §1)

3. Approximating (3 examples in §2 and §5)

4. Conceding (in §2)

5. Expressing continuity between past and present (in §2)

6. Comparing (2 examples in §2 and §5))

7. Reporting facts (in §2)

8. Expressing failure (in §4)

9. Insisting (in §4)

10. Giving reasons (in §4)

11. Expressing increase (2 examples in §5)

12. Expressing means (in §5)

13. Expressing (im)probability (3 examples in §2 and §6)

14. Expressing a condition (in §5)

translation of "faire faire"
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Transform the following sentences after looking at the example.

Text (line 34) "A law ... obliged companies to make their messengers wear badges."

I told him to react positively.


a) I made him react positively. 

(active structure)


b) He was made to react positively.

(passive structure)




(In "b", the agent disappears ( the translation in French is "on")

Now you !

1. I shall tell them to finish repainting the office.
a)
b)

2. His assistant should tell him to apologize.
a)
b)

3. The police could tell him to close the shop.
a)
b)

4. The boss asked his secretary to stop phoning all her friends during working hours.
a)
b)

5. No one has ever told him to use a computer or a laser printer.
a)
b)

6. The police might ask him to close down his company.
a)
b)

7. She should tell her sister to turn down her Hi Fi system.
a)
b)

8. You ought to tell the accountant to arrive on time.
a)
b)

9. The manager asked the workers to improve productivity.
a)
b)

10. The court will force the accountant to pay back all the money he has swindled.
a)
b)
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